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my eyes in my study. I have had much pleasure in contemplating that picture; but you never told me that a river ran before your lawn, nor that you had a Louvre. It all seems very lovely, very beautiful, very fresh. The buildings are elegant; we have nothing better here. What melancholy in the background! How one divines the steppes and a country without a rise! You did well; it was a good action to send me the likeness of your dwelling; but I would also like a view of Paulowska.
Dear, it does not lessen my desire to go and see you, which I shall put into execution. I am working night and day to arrange my affairs here, and make a purse for my journey. You will see me, some fine day, lauding on that charming bridge.
This is only a little line to tell you that my eyes will be forever on your windows, on the columns of your peristyle, and, while examining my ideas, I shall be walking on that lawn.
"Le Cure de village" will be out in a few days; "Les Mernoires de deux jeunes Mariees " are nearly finished. My lawyer, a man of admirable character, maintains my debt by legal process [_maintient ma dette par la procedure]. I shall give two plays and a quantity of articles. I shall leave my proofs to be corrected by friends in my absence, for a dozen volumes will bo re-issued during my travels.
Perhaps I shall come to you an Academician; but certainly with the satisfaction of having published "Le Cure de village," which is one of the stones of my pediment. I shall bring that work with me. I would like to know to whom I shall address myself to avoid all annoyance at the frontier regarding my manuscripts. Do you think I ought to write to Saint Petersburg, or will a few words from Pahlen, your ambassador, suffice? I should like to obtain information about this because I would then bring you my manuscripts.le  to go to Rougemont and:                              '
